It is surprising that in the extensive literature on the management of breast cancer so little attention has been given to the psychosocial problems of the patient and also to the effect of propaganda directed to the early detection and diagnosis of this disease.
It is sad that so few patients, who have been treated by mastectomy, are given any moral support and that even the simple matter of having a prosthesis fitted is often left entirely to the patient's own initiative.
This account ofthe Workshop Meeting from the International Health Foundation will form an excellent basis both for reference and hopefully for further similar reports.
W P GREENING

Director, Breast Unit Royal Marsden Hospital
Perspectives in Inflammation: Future Trends and Developments. D A Willoughby, J P Giroud G P Velo (ed) pp 638 £15.95 Lancaster: MTP 1977 Undoubtedly the best way of keeping up to date in complex fields of research is to read volumes such as this, which are the published proceedings of a meeting organized by well-informed judges of the field of study. This particular volume reproduces the papers given at the latest of a series of meetings on inflammation held in London in 1977. There are seven sections, of which two are devoted to general aspects and the remainder to immunological, pharmacological, cellular and chronic inflammatory aspects of the subject. Each section comprises two reviews, by the chairman and cochairman respectively, and about half a dozen original contributions representing the best of current research. Most of the speakers were chosen for their specific contribution by the organizing committee.
As might be expected, all topics of current interest are covered but the general emphasis of the book is undoubtedly on clinical applications, especially in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. The book follows the practice of printing, more or less verbatim, the discussion which followed each author's presentation of his paper and these are often illuminating. Like its predecessors, this book is an invaluable source of information to all those whose work demands up-to-date knowledge of the inflammatory process, of rheumatic and other inflammatory diseases and of the drugs which control them. The senior author, Dr Gorlin has earned an enviable reputation as an expert on syndromes involving the head and neck. This work is aimed mainly at members of the dental profession. It covers first the genetic disorders affecting the teeth only, and then, in turn, systemic genetic disorders which also affect the teeth, the mouth and tongue, the jaw bones, those associated with facial clefts and those which involve multiple oral structures. The illustrations are excellent, and this is the kind of book a dentist might well keep on his bookshelf for help with diagnosis of genetic disorders related to his specialty and up-to-date information on the precise mode of inheritance. co CARTER
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Contemporary Obstetrics and Gynaecology G Chamberlain (ed) pp 426 £15 London: Northwood 1978 This is no pocket edition. Its large size may be more of an initial deterrent than its price of £15 to some potential buyers. If so, they are recommended to browse through it in a library (which should certainly have a copy) with time to spare. They may then decide it is good value and purchase it, or name it as a gift suitable for their next birthday! Mr Chamberlain has selected 64 articles published in the British Journal of Hospital Medicine, chiefly since 1975, covering a wide but not comprehensive range of obstetrics and gynaecology. They are grouped into 8 sections: Pregnancy, Labour, Fetus and Newborn, Endocrinology, Infertility, Gynaecological Malignancy, Social Gynaecology and Problems of Management. The last two give a cautious review of sex education, and chapters on family planning, contraception, outpatient diagnosis and treatment, control of micturition, and prolapse. Some chapters are more suitable for medical students than for trainee specialists. Occasionally, work published many years ago is referred to in support of claims which are now challenged by contemporary publications (even by the same authority used to support these claims) but this is not mentioned. Critical selection and evaluation of contemporary work as an index of changing trends in clinical practice are vital in sifting the wheat from the chaff.
The task of producing an integrated book from articles already published by many authors could not have been easy. The editor deserves congratulations and success.
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